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Lesson # 1:  Comparison Shopping

September

Supplies:  
· 1 package of Oreos

· 1 package of Great Value (Oreo look alike)
· 1 package Famous Amos (Oreo look alike)
· 1 package of napkins.

· 1 bottle of Coke
· 1 bottle of Sams brand cola
· 1 bottle of RC Cola
· small paper cups
· pocket notebooks – 1 per student
Overview:  Part 1 – Cover the packages of cookies or have them on a different plate, so the students can not see what kind of cookies you have.  Each student will taste each cookie (label them A, B, & C) separate; the best way is to make sure their eyes are closed.  After they have tasted each cookie (with their eyes closed), have them vote on which cookie they liked the best (put this information on the board or over head).  Have a discussion about why they chose the cookie that they did.  Once you have compiled their numbers; go over how much each package of cookies cost, how many servings they can get out of each and the cost per serving.  Discuss with them what the best buy is and if they were buying cookies for themselves would they buy them.
Costs: 

Oreos  _____________
Great Value ______________
Famous Amos ___________

Servings per package: 

Oreos ___________

Great Value _____________

Famous Amos _________

Cost per serving:

Oreos _________

Great Value ___________

Famous Amos ________

Part 2 – Have the containers of soda covered so no one can see what kind of Cola you have.  Label the bottles A, B, and C.  Give them a taste of Cola A and let them think about if they like it or not.  Repeat this with Colas B and C.  At the end, have them vote on the soda that they liked the best (put this information on the board or overhead).  Have a discussion about why they picked the soda they did.  Once you have compiled their numbers; go over how much each bottle of soda costs, how many servings they can get out of each and the cost per serving.  Discuss with them what the best buy is and if they were buying soda for themselves would they buy it.
Costs: 

Coke  _____________
Sams  ______________
RC  ___________

Servings per package: 

Coke  _____________
Sams  ______________
RC  ___________

Cost per serving:
Coke  _____________
Sams  ______________
RC  ___________

Questions to ask the students:

1. Why do people comparison shop?  Why or Why not?

2. Do you comparison shop?  Why or Why not?

3. When you go shopping what do you look at; price or name brands?

Step 3 - 

Talk to the students about tracking their spending.  You need to know where you spend your money.  Hand out their Money Tracking Notebooks.  This notebook is for the students to tracking the money they have coming in and going out for the next month.  Make sure that you tell them that they need to write down all the money they spend (this includes vending machines also), and where the money is coming in from (parents, job).

Tell them that in October they will be using the Notebooks for another project. 
