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WWhen I was eight I collected rocks, glued googley 
eyes on them, painted the word “hello” in the 

various languages I knew and sold them as charming 
paper weights for fi fty cents. I would paint hola or 
salam in bright colors so if my customers ever met 
someone who spoke those languages, 
they would be better equipped to 
make friends with them. From this 
point the theme of using languages as 
a vehicle to bridge gaps and generate 
cultural awareness became a priority 
in my life.

I moved to New York City from 
California to teach high school 
in Brooklyn. Due to insuffi  cient 
compensation I took a job as a cocktail 
waitress at night. On Sundays (my 
only day off ) I frequented various 
parks. I noticed an abundance of infants, toddlers, 
and preschoolers and would socialize with their 
mothers who would later become my target consumer. 
Market research carried out on park benches led me 
to conclude the modern Manhattan globally conscious 
mom is on the hunt for a children’s program with high 
educational and entertainment value. I decided to fi ll 
this need and launch Bilingual Birdies, a language and 
music program for young children.

Studying literature and education in college allowed 
me to write a dynamic curriculum for early language 
acquisition. Today Bilingual Birdies off ers 27 weekly 
classes in Spanish, Hebrew, French and Mandarin in 
various preschools and community centers around 
New York. Th e idea is for children under fi ve years to 
learn words in a second language through live music, 

movement, dance, puppetry, and exploratory games. 
After one semester kids become familiar with simple 
vocabulary including counting, colors, animals, fruits, 
and more. Most importantly the kids learn polite 
greetings and how to say please and thank you in the 

second language. I hope learning 
new words will provide more 
opportunities for them later in life 
when making new friends, pursing a 
job in a global market, and ultimately 
growing into compassionate adults. 

Starting and sustaining my own 
company has been a relentless eff ort. 
In the beginning I faced the challenge 
of having zero brand recognition, 
high competition, and limited skills. 
I sought entrepreneurship training 
from Th e National Foundation 

for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE) and used 
the knowledge I gained to excel. Business basics 
like marketing once seemed unattainable and are 
now second nature practices. I utilize the internet 
including blogs, parenting websites, and search engine 
optimization to spread the word about Bilingual 
Birdies in a clear and professional way.  Th e best thing 
about being an entrepreneur is that I can fi ll my days 
pursuing my passions (education, music, language, 
culture) and take control of my fi nancial future.

I fi nd my personal secrets to success include: taking 
risks, being aware in the moment, and honoring small 
victories. Fine tuning these qualities have allowed me 
to see a long and prosperous life for my company 
including licensing and merchandising as well as a 
future children’s television show. 

Using Language and Music to Bridge Gaps For more information visit www.bilingualbirdies.com 

By Sarah Farzam
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Student Text:  $30.00
Student Workbook:  $4.50
Teacher Edition:  $34.80

ABOUT NFTE
The National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship 
is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, whose mission 
is to provide entrepreneurship education programs to 
young people from low-income communities. 

THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR 
TEACHING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

120 Wall Street, 29th Floor, New York, NY 10005 

212-232-3333    800-FOR-NFTE (800-367-6383)    www.nfte.com

Also available 
 Teacher’s Edition with CD-ROM
 Student Workbook
 Overhead Transparency Masters
 ExamView Test Bank

NFTE’s new, improved and enhanced version of the 9th edition 
curriculum, the 2002 winner of the prestigious Golden Lamp Award 
for Books, given by the Association of Educational Publishers (AEP).

This 50 chapter, 10-unit, hardbound, full-color textbook covers the 
essential business and entrepreneurial concepts of how to start  
and operate a small business enterprise. 

Complex business concepts are presented in clear, simple, and 
easy to understand language and essential skills are reinforced  
in a relevant and highly readable context. 

The text is particularly useful as a tool to engage  
students in learning because the topic of owning  
a business is highly motivating. It is ideal for  
high school students in grades 9-12. 

SAVEStudent Text: $30.00

New Skills Mean Success  
activities in each chapter 

address academic 
standards in math, reading, 

writing, and technology.

Real world connections  
make business 

education come to life 
for your students.

The National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship’s
How to Start & Operate a Small Business 
10TH EDITION
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