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May 8, 2007
Dear (state partner)

A project team of the Consortium (Cathy Ashmore, Cullen Gurganus, and Dave Baldwin) has been working on a concept titled, “Problem-Based Learning and Entrepreneurship Education, Combining Two Innovative Learning Methods” We have developed this draft proposal to elicit support from potential partners and collaborators. I discussed this with you on our telephone call and am sending this to you to ascertain your interest.

The Consortium’s vision is to integrate Problem-Based Learning and Entrepreneurship Education (PBL/EE) utilizing the 403 performance indicators from the National Content Standards for Entrepreneurship Education. The strategy will be to create a process for and database of activities and assessment tools that will promote authentic learning utilizing the concept of entrepreneurship as it relates to a real world experience. These processes and tools will be available to all levels of education. This is not a new curriculum, it is a resource for teachers to assist in the infusion of entrepreneurship education and be compatible with curriculum and standards.

The Consortium wants to develop a partnership with Consortium members, state team members, and/or groups of members in a state. The project duration will last three years. If your team is interested in partnering with the Consortium on this project we ask that you follow these steps. 

1. Review the proposal and give us written feedback by June 15, 2007.

2. Submit a formal proposal stating your interest by August 1, 2007. It should include: 

· A cover letter indicating participation, fiscal agent, and the authority to complete a memorandum of understanding with the Consortium.

· A list of the state coordinating team or partners (include instructors, teacher training professionals, state and local business leaders, etc as listed in the proposal). 

· A formal letter from each of the states’ partners indicating their participation. 

· Potential funding opportunities for your budget including corporate, foundations and/or government.

· How this project will be integrated with existing projects to reduce duplication.
· Identify subject-matter experts (SME’s), business partners, and/or contractors who will help develop the activities and assessment tools that address local or state requirements.
· The name and contact information of the state Project Coordinator.

· A three year draft budget (please include the items listed on the proposal).

The Next Steps will include:

1. Proposal accepted by the Project Leadership Team

2. Completing a memorandum of understanding between the Consortium and State Coordinating Team by September 1, 2007.

3. Submission of local or state funding proposals by no later than October 1, 2007.

4. The Project Coordinator will attend the Project Leadership Team planning meeting.

5. Project will begin implementation by January 1, 2008

We thank you for your interest and are pleased to invite you to participate with us in this exciting project. Please call me as soon as possible to indicate your interest. We have a finite number of partnerships available for this new project, and know that your team will bring great value to the success of this initiative. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thanks so much.

Respectfully,

Cathy Ashmore

Executive Director

cc:  Project Leadership Team Members
Attachment:  PBL/EE Proposal
�





�








CONFIDENTIAL DRAFT FORM


