Consortium for Entrepreneurship Education

Annual Members Meeting – Friday, November 7, 2008
26th Annual Forum - Austin, TX 
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 Dear Consortium Members:

It is time to be planning to be part of the meeting in Austin, Texas in November, 2008.  Here are some special notes for members . . . .

1. The Annual Consortium meeting is part of your membership benefits and there is no charge for the official representative.  Included is a continental breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Friday.  You are welcome to bring guests (including other organization staff) but we will need to charge $50 to cover the meals and materials involved.
2. Please register for the conference using the attached registration form for members (and guests).  It is a little different from the standard registration form on our website.

3. Corporate members (those paying $3000-$3500) have a travel fund that will reimburse your travel expenses.  Your conference registration may be covered from the travel fund, or paid separately based on your choice.

4. The special rate for the Consortium representative for the conference registration is $195 (versus $395 for participants).  For those who are also presenters on the conference program, the $195 rate should be used in place of the presenter rate ($225).

5. You may add an exhibit (with ad in the conference program) for an additional $300 (versus $700 for other exhibitors).   Please also submit the exhibitor form found on our website at www.entre-ed.org/_network/forum.htm
6. Consortium members are hosting the opening reception on Saturday evening.  We ask that you use this time to introduce conference participants to each other and make everyone feel welcome.  This helps establish the great networking environment of the FORUM.

7. We ask that you sign up to host one or two of the concurrent sessions, introducing the presenters and taking care of their needs.  We will have a sign up sheet for you on Friday at the annual meeting so you can pick sessions you would like to attend anyway.
8. There are two program options on Saturday before the conference begins at 4 PM

a.  The Pre-Conference Tour of entrepreneurial activities in Austin is scheduled for 9 AM – 2:30 PM and requires pre-registration to ensure a seat on the bus.

b.  The Think Tank Meeting will take place at the hotel from 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM.  It will focus on Hands-On Technology and preparations for National Entrepreneurship Week.
AGENDA – Friday, Nov 7

8:30 – 9:00 am
Registration and continental breakfast

9:00 -9:10 am
Intro to the day and Consortium overview – Melba Kennedy, President

9:10 - 10:30 am
Consortium Member Reports - Highs and Lows in 2008 (1 - 2 minutes each)
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10:30 - 1:00 pm
Focusing on Strengths Using StrengthsFinder™

Fundamentals of Building Strengths-Based Entrepreneurship Education

Gregg Christensen, Entrepreneurship & Career Education Specialist


Nebraska Department of Education



(See additional details on page 3)


Working Lunch
1:00 - 1:15 pm
BREAK
1:15 - 2:00 pm
Introducing the YESG Initiative   -   Julie Kantor, NFTE Policy Office
2:00 - 2:45 pm
Entrepreneurship Students Tell Us - NFIB Scholarship Winners
2:45 - 3:00 pm
BREAK
3:00 - 5:00 pm
Business Meeting

  - Call to Order


  - Minutes of 2007 Annual Meeting (Charleston, SC)


  - Financial Report 2007 - 08
    

  - Membership Report


  - Scope of Work Approval:  2008-2009 (Will be mailed to you in advance)
       - Election of Officers/Trustees of the Corporation
       - New Business
6:00 PM    -    Dinner together at Serranos Restaurant…just a block from the hotel.
Plan to relax and get to know new members.    
Dinner for the Consortium representative is included in your membership fee, but paying guests are welcome to make reservations to join us too.  

* * * * * * * * * *

Special Opportunity for Consortium Member Organization Representatives

Focusing on Strengths Using StrengthsFinder®

Fundamentals of Building Strengths-Based Entrepreneurship Education

Gregg Christensen, Entrepreneurship & Career Education Specialist


Nebraska Department of Education

Nov 7, 10:30 am – 1:00 pm
Discovering the Value of Individual Talents & Strengths is the foundation of this special Consortium Member seminar provided by Gregg Christensen in cooperation with the Gallup Organization.  

Participants will complete a StrengthsFinder® instrument in advance on-line, print out the results, and bring the printout to the seminar.  These results will form the basis for exploration of the strengths-based model and how it could be used in entrepreneurship education classrooms and programs.  Real-life examples of how StrengthsFinder has been incorporated into high school and colleges will be shared. 

What Participants Will Receive

· The Clifton StrengthsFinder® – personal access code to complete the online assessment tool that identifies Signature Themes (your five greatest areas of talent)

· StrengthsQuest: Discover and Develop Your Strengths in Academics, Career, and Beyond® – a workbook that helps students understand their talents, teaches them how to build strengths, and provides insights into how they can apply their talents and strengths in academics, careers, and life

· Leveraging Your Strengths for Entrepreneurship Activity Guide/Sample Activities – a teacher guide and sample activities for teaching about strengths/talents, how they relate to entrepreneurship, and how each person’s unique combination of strengths/talents can be effectively maximized in an entrepreneurial setting

· The StrengthsQuest Web site – special access to the StrengthsQuest website which includes interactive features such as the Signature Themes Match, learning modules, customized action plans, a discussion board, and more
Pre-registration is required so that each participant’s online instrument access code and instructions can be e-mailed and/or mailed in advance.  Please notify Gregg Christensen of your intent to participate including the email address for you to receive the instructions.  He will need to provide materials for participants so he asks that you email him no later than November 1 with your plans to join us.

Gregg Christensen  

Nebraska Department of Education

gregg.christensen@nebraska.gov
402.471.4337 (office)

402.499.1015 (cell)

402.471.4565 (fax)[image: image2.emf]
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