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Minutes of Meeting – June 5 & 12, 2008
 
Conference call was held at 3:30 PM Eastern Time on Thursday June 5 and continued June 12.  Present were Melba Kennedy (June 12), Susan Rice, Gregg Christensen, Horace Robertson, Darl Walker, Constance Manchester-Bonenfant, Diane Sabato (June 5), Ronni Cohen, Hank Kopcial (June 5) and Cathy Ashmore.
 
1.    Minutes of April Meeting

Ashmore asked if members had any additions or corrections.  Members were encouraged to check for activities to be completed and particularly to follow up with potential members they had agreed to contact.
2.  Membership
· Ashmore reported that she has sent a letter to all state directors of CTE, thanking those that are members and encouraging the others to join us.
· Ashmore has sent a membership promotion letter to hundreds of potential Partners who were involved with us for National Entrepreneurship Week.

· Ashmore asked for ideas for organizations we should encourage to join the Consortium.

3.  YESG -  Ashmore explained our role in the Youth Entrepreneurship Strategy Group and shared the list of Advisory Committee Members (including Consortium members Mike Hennessy, Deborah Hoover, Kim Pate, Ed Davis, and C Ashmore).  Mike Caslin resigned as director and Julie Kantor (NFTE in DC) became the new director.   Our strategy is to be sure that YESG activities include Consortium initiatives and go beyond supporting NFTE  as the only curriculum available.   We will put together a committee to identify the core performance objectives in the Standards that could be used as a base for the YESG project in middle schools and in early high school programs.

.
4.  FORUM 2008 Update.  

· The agenda for the annual meeting will be as follows:

9 – 10:30  AM 

Consortium Member Reports -  Highs and Lows in 2008  (2 minutes each)

10:30 – 1:00 PM    
Strengths Based Workshop -  Working Lunch  -   Gregg Christensen

1:00 – 1:15

BREAK

1:15 – 2:00

Introducing the YESG Initiative   -   Julie Kantor, NFTE Policy Office

2:00 – 2:45

Entrepreneurship Students Tell Us -  NFIB Scholarship Winners


2:45 – 3:00

BREAK

3:00 – 5:00

Business Meeting


5:00 – 6:00

BREAK


6:00 – 9:00

Dinner Together in Austin


Ashmore will share this agenda and plans for Friday, Nov 7 with all members.

· Ashmore reported that the Concurrent Sessions and Roundtables have been filled and are posted on the FORUM website

· We discussed the Student Success Story Competition and approved it for posting on the FORUM website.

· We discussed the International Import Idea Challenge and decided to change it to be the Export/Import Idea Challenge as submitted again at the June 12 meeting.  Ronni Cohen asked that we put the elementary/middle school back in as a winners group.  Darl Walker suggested we add a requirement for a bibliography list to discourage plagarism.
5.  E*Trade Proposal

Ashmore shared the proposal we submitted to E*Trade, totaling $245,000 to support a number of items for the coming year.  Items include support for National Entrepreneurship Week in 2009 ($75,000);  design and maintenance of new website ($55,000); Problem-based Learning Project ($80,000 for each of the next 3 years); and $35,000 to support the FORUM in November.  Their 2009 budget year starts in October so we will not know their decisions until early fall.
6.  Website Design
We have been told by Cisco that everything is on hold in relation to our proposal for 2008-09 (shared in April). Future activities are subject to Cisco approval of the US launch of the Cisco Entrepreneur Institute that was originally planned for August.  We have decided to look elsewhere for support for the new design of the Consortium website (E*Trade proposal) and have been working with our partner at Globalist Technology, Inc. to design our new website.  Globalist has partnered with us for over a year to assist with the Cisco Summit and manage our NationalEWeek website.  They also designed our FutureCEOStars website at no cost.

Ashmore shared the draft plan for the new design for the Consortium’s websites.  Members were in agreement with the stated goals but asked that we obtain a proposal that identifies the work that this design will involve and a budget for the use of the $55,000 identified in the E*Trade proposal.   This will be incorporated in the 2008-09 scope of work budget.   Ashmore noted that we would like to be able to introduce the new, more visually interesting and interactive website by the FORUM in Texas.
7.  Problem-based Learning Initiative
The Ohio Department of Education is introducing a new initiative supporting entrepreneurship K-12 this fall.  Eric Troy is our Consortium representative in the Workforce Development department, active in the Ohio Entrepreneurship Coalition (State Leadership Team), representative to the 21st Century Skills Partnership that OH has just joined, and responsible for the K-12 entrepreneurship initiative.  Their department has agreed to work with the Consortium to create Problem-based Learning activities based on the Consortium Standards.  We would provide leadership for the project and they would provide teachers and support systems statewide to create the product and do teacher training.    Startup of this project is currently dependent on support from the E*Trade proposal.   We would begin to focus on middle school in cooperation with the OH plan.
8.  National Entrepreneurship Week 2009 Plans

Ashmore pointed out the changes we have made to www.NationalEweek.com to make it serve the field as a “Year Round” promotion site.  We have communicated this to state leadership team coordinators and are encouraging them and our members to send us information to post on our site and their state calendars.
Ashmore asked the officers to think about what we should be planning to do for the 3rd Annual Week, Feb 21 – 28, 2009.   We will discuss this more in our next meeting and in the meantime request that you send us your ideas.   We are currently seeking sponsors for the Week and would appreciate any new ideas you can suggest for sponsorship.

9.  Dept of Labor Proposal  
We have heard encouraging information about the possibilities of this proposal being funded but have nothing official as yet.   Robertson is planning the management approach needed if the proposal is approved by DOL.
10.  Conference Participation
· Carmen Dawson (State Leadership Team Coordinator from PA) represented the Consortium at the Land Grant Youth Entrepreneurship Symposium (Land Grant YES), June 4-6, 2008.  He had an exhibit table and did a poster session promoting the Consortium with this regional meeting of Extension Leaders that were focused on Entrepreneurship Education.
· Darl Walker and Trey Michael will represent the Consortium at the MarkED Conclave in Portland OR, June 21 – 25, 2008.  They will host an exhibit and speak at two Roundtable Sessions.
· Horace Robertson is speaking at the Career Clusters Conference next week in Atlanta.

· Horace is speaking on the Global Youth Enterprise Conference, sponsored by Making Cents, in Washington DC, September 15 – 16, 2008

· Horace submitted a proposal to speak at the ACTE conference in December but was not accepted.
11.  FORUM 2009 -   

We have signed the contract with the Marriott Waterside in Norfolk VA, for Nov 6 – 10, 2009 with a $109 rate.  Horace did a site visit while on vacation and reported favorably.  Because they would not give us free internet in the rooms we were able to negotiate 3 free wireless stations near the registration area where everyone could access their emails.   Next we need to decide on a date for our January officers meeting and get them to provide rooms at favorable prices.
The Coleman Foundation told both the Collegiate Entrepreneurs Organization and the Consortium that this is the last year they will fund either of us unless we work out our schedules so they don’t overlap.  After a number of conversations with Gerry Hills (Director of CEO) we have now agreed that they will have first choice on dates for all even years and we will have it during odd years.   Thus we were able to sign the contract for Norfolk.   For 2010 we will need to find their preferred dates first and then go after our next site.

12.  Revised Code of Regulations – 
Robertson asked the officers to review the proposed changes in the Code of Regulations that he has suggested to clarify the Ambassador member option.  He asked that you send your vote (and changes if any) to Cathy by Friday, June 20.   After that we will seek the approval from all voting members by email.
13.  Other Items -  

· The Consortium Award Committee (Kennedy, Rice, Robertson, Cohen, and Sabato) will review the proposed instructions for the new Teacher Award as well as the existing Award established in 2006. They will advise Ashmore on the processes to be used for promoting applications and processing the awards.    We need to be able to start promoting this on our website fairly soon.  
· Reminder of the states that officers agreed to contact about membership
· Melba Kennedy ---CA and NY

· Gregg Christensen -- KS

· Susan Rice -- SC

· Horace Robertson -- TX

· Darl Walker -- KY

· Ronni Cohen  --  NJ and MD

Other good potential members are  ID, ME.  We will continue to promote to all non-member states and encourage your help in soliciting all types of new members.

· Ashmore asked officers to identify the dates you CANNOT have an officers conference call during the last week in August or the first week in September.  Please do this now so we can get a date on our calendars.
Submitted by Cathy Ashmore,  Executive Director
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