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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1E*TRADE Financial

Celie Niehaus

SVP Bank Compliance

Kelvin James

Director - Community Investment,        

Ballston Tower

671 North Glebe Road, 

Arlington VA  22203-2110

Dear Ms. Niehaus and Mr James:

We appreciate the opportunity to share details of the request for financial support for the items we discussed at Aspen.  Per your request the following is our “wish list” for sponsorship.   Although all of these items have impact in supporting the YESG mission, the highest priority for us is building a community portal that not only provides static content and news, but also interactive and interesting tools that help our teachers with resources that they can use in their classrooms. We feel with the use of the Internet we are able to reach more educators and students more quickly.  
1. The 3rd Annual National Entrepreneurship Week, scheduled for February 21 – 28, 2009.  Your sponsorship this past year was invaluable in making this National promotion opportunity a major success.   We believe that the most significant contribution of National Entrepreneurship Week was the creation and strengthening of State Leadership Teams in every state, bringing together leaders of all kinds of entrepreneurship programs who see the value of encouraging the entrepreneurial mindset in their own state. This major national event will provide opportunities to connect the YESG project with new visibility and access.  The Consortium has committed to hosting this annual week and will need support from all of our previous sponsors and more to accomplish our proposed scope of work.

In addition we have proposed to provide continuing promotion of entrepreneurship education year-round as a continuation of the networking established in support of the National Celebration.  Our goal is to offer guidelines, help, video resources, collaborations, and much more through a Community Portal where all of members are encouraged to participate to fuel the entrepreneurial interest. Based on the feedback received from our members, once the Portal becomes available, we expect a steady growth in content and participation. We intend to focus on new ways to make entrepreneurship education more visually interesting and interactive by utilizing the latest technology in order to compete for the interest of students and the educational field. 
2. The Problem-based Learning Project (attached).   This proposal provides a method to deliver entrepreneurship-oriented problems to students at all levels of education.  The concept is to develop teams of teachers to work with local businesses in developing a huge database of problems to be used in the classroom. These problems would be based on the National Content Standards for Entrepreneurship Education and include appropriate assessment tools for the teachers.  

The Ohio Department of Education is considering working with the Consortium’s Problem-Based Learning Project as part of their K-12 system to infuse entrepreneurship in all disciplines statewide. This is particularly important as a means to prevent the high levels of dropouts in their schools.  We would begin in the fall to work with middle school teachers in concert with their statewide plans to start with the 6th grade in Ohio.  

We will be using Ohio as a pilot state that will lead to working with other states in the long term development of this new teaching approach.

3.
The 26th Annual Entrepreneurship FORUM.    We ask our sponsors to assist teachers to attend the professional development conference by providing scholarships that pay for their conference registration and 3 nights at the hotel.   Last year we were able to provide sponsorship for 110 teachers.    Since this conference is coming fairly soon we request consideration from your remaining 2008 Budget.

Funding Options

1.  Support for the 3rd National Entrepreneurship Week
     a.   Website Community Portal – Phase I





$55,000

     b.   National Event to launch the week, preferably in Washington DC            
  25,000 
     c.   Promotion  -  brochure, newsletter, press releases


  
  20,000

     d.   Magazine Subscriptions for Inner City Youth  (2000 @ $15 each)            
  30,000












         _______


TOTAL









         $130,000

    2.  Sponsorship of Problem-Based Learning Proposal  (to be a 3-year request 

         based on the success of each year)
                 a.  The Consortium’s role in this proposal would be to 


           $80,000/year

-organize the project



-coordinate the development team of teachers/local business representatives



-supervise materials development



-manage the testing of the materials



-co-organize the teacher training workshops



-provide the problem-based materials and assessments for the field


       b. The Ohio Department of Education’s role would be to


??????



-identify and contract with teachers, mentors, and advisors



-assist in communicating with teachers involved in the project



-co-organize teacher training workshops



-promote the use of the problem-based learning approach for entrepreneurship













_______




TOTAL (Requested for the Consortium)





$80,000

    3. Support for the 26th Annual Entrepreneurship Education FORUM

a. Scholarships:   $200 to pay the registrations for 100 teachers
          
         $20,000

Note that this amount would match the contribution of $35,000 from 

the Coleman Foundation for hotel rooms which has been already approved.  

The Burton Morgan Foundation has agreed to provide $10,000 for full 

scholarships for teachers from NE Ohio.

b. Sponsorship for 5 Grants for Teachers:  The Consortium awards 
          $15,000

grants to teachers for innovative school entrepreneurship projects as a 
result of competition at the conference as a Partner with the Coleman 
Foundation that has also approved an additional $30,000 to be distributed 

as innovative program grants for 10 teachers.













_______



TOTAL










$35,000

TOTAL FUNDING REQUESTED – 2008 and/or 2009




        $245,000


Thank you so much for the opportunity to apply for these much needed resources.  We look forward to continuing our mutual challenges in support of the nation’s young people.
Best regards,
Cathy Ashmore,  Executive Director
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