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Minutes of Meeting – April 7, 2008
 
Conference call was held at 2:30 PM Eastern Time on Monday, April 7, 2008.  Present were Melba Kennedy, Susan Rice, Gregg Christensen, Horace Robertson, Darl Walker,  Diane Sabato, Ronni Cohen, and Cathy Ashmore.
 
1.   Miscl Questions (Diane had to leave early so we started there)
· Diane suggested we create a book of stories about Emily the Entrepreneur written by young students and offer it for sale with an Emily doll for $5.00 (our current shipping price).   She will share the one they did in Springfield.  Ashmore will pursue stories from others that have used our Emily doll offer.   Ashmore will talk with USA TODAY about a possible tie-in.

· Diane asked about the status of Cisco establishing Cisco Training Institutes and Cisco Training Centers.  Ashmore reported on the three Centers already established and agreed to follow up with Vito on his agreement last November to let her know more about how to become one.

2.  Minutes of Jan Meeting

Ashmore asked if members had any additions or corrections.  It was suggested we postpone this discussion until all officers had read the minutes.
3.  Executive Committee Action Agenda

Kennedy reviewed action items with members as follows:
· Ashmore asked for assistance from officers in support of FORUM planning including encouraging leaders to submit proposals (due 4/15),  finding conference sponsors, and promote the conference with their networks

· Ashmore asked for a volunteer to help organize a new competition for teachers to be awarded at the conference.  Gregg volunteered.   Ashmore will follow up with him

· Ashmore reported that we have actively promoted the continuation of our hosting for National Entrepreneurship Week, scheduled for February 21 – 28, 2009.

· Ashmore thanked Hank Kopcial for hosting all the events In DC on Monday, Feb 25, and especially the reception on Capitol Hill that evening.  She also thanked the others involved in producing great events for the Summit.  

· Ashmore discussed ideas for continuation of activities of NEW all year via the website and the support for the state leadership teams.   The Week then becomes the CELEBRATION.

· Ashmore thanked those that participated in the February free subscription offer for Future CEO Stars.  We had 16 organizations that bought copies of the February Souvenir issue and received 50 free subscriptions to give as prizes in their NEW activities (thanks to E*Trade Financial).
· We encourage officers to find ways to support the magazine…a great opportunity to promote members and provide sustainability for the Consortium.

· Darl Walker will lead the Consortium exhibit at the MarkED Conclave.  He asked for others attending to assist him at our exhibit.   Ashmore will share that request with all members.
4.  Ashmore reported on current project/funding proposals
· FORUM 2008.  The Coleman Foundation is providing $72,000 covering hotel costs for scholarships ($35,650) and elevator grants ($23,400 plus $6,600 from 2007) plus some administration and membership fee.  The Burton Morgan Foundation is providing $10,000 for 10 scholarships for teachers from NE OH. We are actively seeking other sponsors and would appreciate ideas and help for this.
· Dept of Labor.  Horace completed a proposal for $99,800 to develop a White Paper addressing an approach to encourage entrepreneurship as an option for local unemployment offices’ advice and support.  We obtained a letter of support from Senator Sharrod Brown (D OH) a key Education and Labor Committee member.  We also submitted a letter of support from the National Association of Workforce Investment Boards.   The project would start in July, 2008.  See proposal in Exec Comm website.
· Cisco Partnership.   Proposal is in the Exec Comm website.  Cisco plans to launch their Cisco Entrepreneur Institute in the US this fall.  Their current focus has been on helping emerging nations.  They have 3 organizations as Cisco Training Centers (MakingCents, Aries, and ELI).  We have proposed to be their partner in helping them roll out their US approach.  Currently we are requesting $80,000 to establish our capacity as a partner.
· Future CEO Stars Sponsorship.  Ashmore has requested up to $100,000 from 5 different sponsors (Goldman Sachs Foundation, E*Trade Financial, Oppenheimer Funds, Hughes Foundation, and McKelvey Foundation) to have an exhibit at national Student Organization conferences and provide free subscriptions to interested students.  Received funding from American Family Insurance to exhibit at IIEE Conference (May 1-3)  and provide magazines as student awards.
· Problem-based Learning.  Met with Eric Troy (OH DOE Entrepreneurship Coordinator) to discuss his K-12 plan and how the Problem-based learning project could be a model for Ohio.  We will meet again with additional staff and Dave Baldwin, our partner.
5.  National Entrepreneurship Week Continuation Activities

With the coming announcement of the availability of the Summit 2008 Archives we plan to suggest the continuing support for entrepreneurship education activities through the state leadership teams.  We will use the website to promote states all year round, and use WebEX to have periodic meetings promoting the ideas of the strongest teams.  We are developing a global entrepreneurship activity to encourage the states to take on with some awards provided at our FORUM…just before the Global Entrepreneurship Week.
6.  FORUM 2009 -   
Horace reported that we are working with the conference planner that also coordinates USASBE and NACCE conferences.  He has done a search of the Northeast with very discouraging results.  See report in your website <www.entre-ed.org/EXEC_COMM_08>.    He was able to get a great opportunity with the Marriott Waterside in Norfolk VA, with a $109 rate.  Horace did a site visit while on vacation and reported favorably.  With no objections from officers we have agreed to ask for a contract from this site.
7.  New Members – 
Ashmore reported that she has sent out renewal invoices to all members.  Now we need to work on encouraging new members.  She asked officers to take on encouraging specific states to join us based on some expressed interest.  Responsibilities assigned:

· Melba Kennedy ---CA and NY

· Gregg Christensen -- KS

· Susan Rice -- SC

· Horace Robertson -- TX

· Darl Walker -- KY

· Ronni Cohen  --  NJ and MD

Other good potential members are NV, ID, ME.  We will continue to promote to all non-member states and encourage your help in soliciting all types of new members.

8.  Strategic Planning – 

Ashmore encouraged members to read # 12 on the Action Agenda and move forward with plans for updating our Strategic Plan.   Our new planning year stars July 1, 2008 and Ashmore will need to develop the budget and Scope of Work Plan.  We will continue to do this based on 2007-08 as directed in January.   Ashmore suggested we could use WebEX and Moodle Room technology to be able to interact on our Strategic Plan.

The Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.

Submitted by Cathy Ashmore,  Executive Director
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