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Minutes of Meeting – June 29, 2007
 
Conference call was held at 4:00 PM Eastern Time on Friday, June 29, 2007.  Present were Gregg Christensen, Horace Robertson, Trey Michael, Darl Walker, Constance Manchester- Bonenfant, Melba Kennedy, Diane Sabato, Hank Kopcial, Susan Rice, and Cathy Ashmore.
 
1.   International Speaking Opportunities
   Horace Robertson reported on his just-completed trip to be a speaker at a national entrepreneurship conference in Durban, South Africa.  There were 800 participants.  The sponsoring organization has major funding from the US government.   
Gregg Christensen reported on his trip to Portugal in May.  He spoke at two different meetings, the first was much like the organization of the Consortium in its early days.  Bob Strom from Kauffman was also a guest speaker, as was Barabara Strom, representing the Council on Economic Education.

Ashmore encouraged our officers to be willing to represent the Consortium in similar activities when we are invited.  Our position on web search engines will provide us with invitations from countries that are anxious to learn how to be entrepreneurial.  It is a big focus for the European Union right now.
 
2.  National Entrepreneurship Week Update    Ashmore reported that the Kauffman Foundation has approved the proposal from the Public Forum Institute to conduct an International Entrepreneurship Week in November, 2008 in place of the second annual EntrepreneurshipWeek USA.   They plan to do this in cooperation with their friends in the UK.
Ashmore reported that the Consortium Coordination Consultants (staff) wish to continue National Entrepreneurship Week on our own and seek new sponsors.  It would be held the last week in February, 2008, and again connect with ACTE Month.  We have tried to obtain major sponsorship from the Oppenheimer Funds Foundation and Bank of America and have been turned down by both.  Depending on the funds we can attract we will focus on creating strong State Leadership Teams and encourage our education networks to provide events and media coverage.  National activities will depend on the possibility of new funding.  USA Today has agreed to be a media partner for us.

We discussed the possibility of changing it back to National Entrepreneurship Education Week as we had originally planned.  However, many felt that it was more powerful when it included more than education.

Trey Michael moved/ Constance Manchester-Bonenfant seconded the motion:  The Consortium will continue to promote and support National Entrepreneurship Week as identified in the U S House of Representatives Resolution, #699, June 2006.   Passed unanimously.

Ashmore asked for ideas and support from the officers as we move forward immediately to announce this decision to our members and networks.  Horace Robertson will be the staff member involved in leadership for this activity.  The FORUM in November will be a major launch-point opportunity.
3.  Financial Report – 
Ashmore presented the current status of our budget through May, 2007.  It has been a very tight year since neither Kauffman, Coleman, or ARC agreed to a second year for the Accelerating Entrepreneurship Project as originally planned.  We were fortunate to have $75,000 from Kauffman to enable us to support EntrepreneurshipWeek USA, and we are grateful to member Soorena Salari (YourHomework.com) for investing $25,000 in the development of the magazine and the Young Inventors Hub.   We have submitted proposals to a number of new funding sources with no results.   The final fiscal year report will be provided after we receive June statements.
4.  FORUM Plans

a.  Ashmore provided an overview of activities to start on Friday and conclude on Tuesday, Nov 2 – 6. 2007.  Details are on our website at www.entre-ed.org/_network/forum.htm.  Since we do not have funding from the Kauffman Foundation this year we will not produce the large brochure as we have done in the past.  Instead we will depend on postcards sent in May and again in August, to drive people to our website for details.  Funding from the Coleman Foundation, ARC, the Burton Morgan Foundation, and others will enable us to continue to provide scholarships for teachers (hopefully about 100) as well as Elevator Grant Awards (about 12 winners).
b.  The Consortium members’ Annual Meeting agenda was discussed with the following suggested plans to be communicated to our members as soon as possible:

Friday, November 2, 2007 – 

(No charge for one representative from each member organization.  Others may attend but need to register and prepay $50 for meals and materials.)
9:00 AM
Welcome and brief introductions


Gregg Christensen – President

9:15

National Entrepreneurship Week Success Stories - PowerPoint Reports from Members

10:45

Coffee break

11:00

Planning for National Entrepreneurship Week 2008

Small Group Discussions

11:45 

Small group Reports -  Plans clarified and adopted

12:30 PM

Box lunch

1:15

Getting to Know and Use Curriki
Guest presenter – Peter Levy

2:45

Break

3:00 

Consortium Business Meeting


 - Call to Order


 - Minutes of 2006 Annual Meeting (Phoenix, AZ)


 - Financial Report  2006 - 07
    

 - Membership Report


 - Scope of Work Report:  2006 - 2007 
      - Scope of Work Approval:  2007-2008  (Will be mailed to you in advance)


 - Process for Selection of Future FORUM Sites
      - Election of Officers/Trustees of the Corporation
      - New Business

5:00

Adjourn

 

6:00 

Bus leaves for downtown Charleston for dinner – All member representatives invited at 



no charge.  Additional guests welcome - $35 due in advance.

 

c.  
Ashmore provided a proposed budget for the FORUM based on last year’s experiences.  She noted 
that we have increased our conference registration rates, but have less money so far to pay for 
scholarships.  Thus we need to use every opportunity to encourage greater participation from regular 
FORUM attendees in order to meet our goal of 350 persons.


Diane Sabato moved/ Hank Kopcial seconded the motion to approve the budget as presented.  Passed 
unanimously.

d. 
Plans for Saturday, Nov 3  -  

· Tour of Charleston Entrepreneurs – We have reserved a bus for the tour from 9 AM – 2 PM.  We are working with John Clarkin, Charleston College, to set up the activities for the tour.  Cost $25
· Think Tank Meeting -   This annual future-oriented meeting is open to all who wish to collaborate on ideas for making the field of entrepreneurship education grow.  It is scheduled at the hotel from 9 AM – 1 PM.  We do not include a lunch this year because we do not have a sponsor.   John Box representing the 21st Century Skills Board will work with Susan Rice to provide an overview of the work of the States involved.  Participants will then break into work groups to create ways for the Consortium to support the areas that connect entrepreneurship education and the 21st Century Skills.     Next, after a refreshment break, Cullen Gurganus and Dave Baldwin will share the status of the Problem-Based Learning Project and the philosophy of the work to be accomplished in support of entrepreneurship as a lifelong learning process.     No charge.
· Building a Strengths-Based Entrepreneurship Program - Discovering the Value of Individual Talents & Strengths      Pre-Session Seminar,  8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.       Cost  $35.   Gregg Christensen will conduct this workshop using a web-based personality assessment developed by the Gallop Organization.   He plans to shorten the session to 4 hours instead of the 6 requested because the conference starts at 3 PM.   And he will not be able to provide books for this price, but will bring samples so that participants can order them if so desired.    Gregg and I will work out the final details and post it on our website with other Saturday options.
· Conference opens at 3 PM with the Roundtables.
· Reception is scheduled from 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM with a separate breakout room for the scholarship awardees’ reception from 5 – 6 PM.  Media pictures of scholarship winners will be taken from 8 – 10 PM

e.  Other FORUM Activities
· We are still working on a keynote speaker for Sunday AM.  Currently Bobbi Kurshan, national director of Curriki and formerly an entrepreneur is being asked.    We are considering trying for the new president of Rotary International through Al Abney if that does not work.   Sam Leiken from the Council on Competitiveness will do it if we need him, but encouraged us to try others we might want first.  Another possibility is Jeff Timmons from Babson.  

· Luncheon speaker will be Zach Richter, Award-winning PBS program developer, who is releasing a national PBS program on young entrepreneurs in August, and will do a showing for us at the luncheon on Sunday.

· We will have Elevator Grant interviews on Sunday afternoon from 2 – 6.  Coleman and ARC together will be providing about 12 Awards.  We will announce the winners at breakfast on Monday, and hold a luncheon for them to receive their checks at 1 PM on Monday afternoon.

· Two buses are reserved to run back and forth between the hotel and downtown Charleston on Sunday from 3 – 9 PM, and on Monday from 1 – 5 PM.  We will sell bus tickets for $10 roundtrip to help defray the costs.

· We are offering a special workshop on Monday from 1:00 – 5 PM on Grant-writing techniques.  Learn how to locate and write successful grant proposals from the President of Research Associates, a highly effective training program located in South Carolina.   Cost is $75
· Monday evening from  6:00 – 10:30 PM we will take the whole conference to Patriot’s Point for dinner and a tour of the USS Yorktown in the Charleston Harbor.  After dinner we will enjoy Michael Simmons from NFTE with a group of young entrepreneurs.  

· The Ambassadors Meeting on Tuesday morning, 8 – 10 AM, will feature planning for National Entrepreneurship Week.  

· The Post-conference tour is scheduled for 10:30 AM -  to 9:30 PM.  Cost is $95 and includes transportation, a waterfront lunch, trip by boat to Fort Sumter, time in the Marketplace, a carriage ride through historical Charleston, dinner at Poogan’s Porch (separate checks here), and a Ghost Tour.
5.  Other Consortium Projects
a.  Membership is increasing… 5 new partners in May and June plus Corporate memberships from WI, OH, and Cisco Systems.   The Cisco rep identified many opportunities for working with us and this division of Cisco….their interest is spreading entrepreneurship education to emerging countries.  They see us as a source of materials and do not want to create new materials but would work with our members to access and translate what is out there.  They are buying WebEX and are interested in doing professional development training.  Regarding other new members, we have tried to encourage other states to join us with several communications, including the May newsletter, but have had no luck as yet.   We need to talk with people on their staff to make it work.   Please connect me to anyone you can think of to encourage membership.
b.  Ashmore was the keynote speaker at the PA Summer Conference for CTE.  The charge was to give them ideas for implementing the new state Academic Standards for Career Education and Work.  All 501 School Districts will be expected to teach the new entrepreneurship standards in grades 3, 5, 8, and 11.   Every high school student will be expected to write a business plan.  Their problem is the usual one, the teachers don’t know how to help this happen.
c.  Future CEO Stars, the new Consortium magazine, will be published starting in late August.  We have 16 members who are contributing funds and articles for the first year.  We still hope to have 20 contributors.  They will have 100 copies of the magazine to be distributed to teachers as they wish.  Other members will have 1 copy of each issue, but can also buy subscriptions for their teachers if they wish for $15.00 each annual subscription.  We look forward to the fund-raising project as a way to increase circulation and overall attractiveness of the magazine to advertisers.  ARC is sponsoring 1000 subscriptions to be delivered to teachers in ARC states.
d.  Problem-based Learning Proposal.    In our collaboration calls this year we found 11 states that are interested in being partners with this project.  As the proposal (created by Cullen Gurganus and Dave Baldwin) indicates, we first need to find a sponsor for our planning grant to spend 6 months helping the 11 states get funding and organize their work plans.  After that we see this as a 3-year project that will develop a vast new resource of activities and assessments to support our Performance Indicators at all levels of education.   We have submitted the proposal to Battelle (Columbus Research Corporation) and just received a turndown.  So we are looking for other sponsors.  Horace suggested ACT and would connect us through June Atkinson.  Melba thought ACTE might be a sponsor or help us find sponsors.

e.  We have signed the MOU with Curriki and plan to introduce it to our members as a “back-to-school” opportunity.  In the meantime we plan to put our own products online with Curriki.  www.curriki.com

f.  We have paid for our National Affiliate Membership with the Council on Competitiveness and will keep you advised of the benefits we see.   They definitely could help us with National Entrepreneurship Week.  Their big annual meeting is October 27 – 28 in Washington DC.  I plan to try to get us into their agenda.
6.  Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – January 2007
Ashmore presented the Minutes of the meeting in Charleston in January.  Previously she had sent the Minutes from the Planning Committee meeting that was held at the same time.  She asked for suggestions or corrections.

Horace Robertson moved/ Darl Walker seconded the motion to accept the Minutes as presented.  Passed unanimously.
The Meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM.

Submitted by

Cathy Ashmore

Executive Director
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