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Kenneth D. Lewis, Chairman and CEO






May 17, 2007
Bank of America Corporation

NC1-007-57-02

100 North Tryon Street

Charlotte, NC 28255-0001

Dear Mr. Lewis

As the Consortium for Entrepreneurship Education leads the efforts in America to develop the pipeline of future entrepreneurs and to raise the visibility of entrepreneurs’ contributions to our economic growth nationwide, we are looking for partners to enhance the expansion of the National Entrepreneurship Week in America.  We seek organizations with national reach and interest in community development to partner with our Consortium to advance this mission. 
The nationwide celebration of entrepreneurship was called for in House Resolution 699, passed June 7, 2006 by the US House of Representatives and celebrated February 24 – March 3, 2007. Senator Burr is currently working on an initiative to have the Senate provide similar support for entrepreneurship in 2008 in the current session of Congress. 

The Consortium membership, comprised of over 90 leadership organizations, has networks with more than 40,000 entrepreneurship teachers and over 2 million students nationwide.  The National Entrepreneurship Week, started in 2006-07, is being implemented by state leadership teams of educators and economic development agencies in each state.  Their networks in schools, colleges, and various community organizations seek to encourage entrepreneurs as well as students to take the challenge to create their own job and nurture our entrepreneurial economy.  www.entre-ed.org  
Since the Bank of America has announced its new brand positioning as the “Bank of Opportunity”, we think that your corporate philanthropy fits the opportunity to become the leading corporate sponsor for the National Entrepreneurship Week - 2008.   We see mutual interests with your philanthropy philosophy that focuses on your unique role in helping individuals, businesses and communities around the world to realize opportunities to achieve their goals.  Thus we believe that becoming the leading corporate sponsor will prove to be the perfect win-win partnership for advancing your goals and the goals of National Entrepreneurship Week.
Please arrange an appointment to discuss further this National Entrepreneurship Week sponsorship concept.  I can be in Charlotte any time you desire with a few exceptions. We are helping with an Entrepreneurship Development conference in South Africa from June 15 until the end of the month. 
The attached proposal provides an overview of our plans for the second annual celebration. Already USA Today has agreed to become the Leading National Media partner. We hope to provide support to each state’s Entrepreneurship Week leadership team with matching funds for their work in each state. This will provide visibility for Bank of America in each state as local awards in the name of the leading corporate sponsor are made as part of the celebrations.
If we could meet prior to June 15, 2007 that would be most helpful to the Consortium. I plan to follow up this letter with a call next week to determine when we can meet.
Cordially,
Horace C. Robertson, CPM, 
Consortium Secretary Treasurer

919 349-2302 (Cell) or 919 467-9933 (office)
Attachment: National Entrepreneurship Week 2008 proposal
The Entrepreneurs of Tomorrow are in our Schools Today!
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