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To:   Norfolk FORUM Planning Team
From:   Cathy Ashmore, Executive Director

RE:   Minutes of Entrepreneurship FORUM Planning Meeting - Jan 24, 2009

Date:   February 7, 2009
Thanks so much for agreeing to help us create an outstanding conference in Norfolk, VA, Nov 6 - 10, 2009.  We appreciate the time you spent on Saturday, Jan 24, helping us brainstorm some great ideas for the conference.  
Present:  (see attached list for committee list and contact information)

· Sharon Acuff ,  VA Department of Education

· Theresa M. Bryant    Vice President for Workforce Development  Tidewater Community College 
· James T. Carroll, III       Vice President, Small Business, Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce &
Director, Small Business Development Center of Hampton Roads, Inc.
· Jeffrey Gayle, Customer Service Manager    The Virginia Electronic Commerce Technology Center,  Christopher Newport University
· Ruth Cookson    Program Manager    Old Dominion University – Center for Economic Education

· Dr. Gary Oster   Regent University
· Barbara Smith-White    Career and Technical Education,  Instructional Supervisor,  Newport News

· A. Gregory Stone, Ph.D.   Associate Professor, Marketing,  Sam M. Walton Free Enterprise Fellow,   School of Global Leadership & Entrepreneurship,  Regent University
· Vernon King    Entrepreneurship Program, Virginia Beach Technical and Career Education

· Consortium Executive Committee:  Susan Rice (WV); Horace Robertson (NC); Diane Sabato (MA – NACCE);  Hank Kopcial (DC – NFIB); Ronni Cohen (DE – DE Financial Literacy Institute); Barbara Beadle (IN Department of Education);  Leslie Kerns (MO Department of Education); and Cathy Ashmore, Consortium Executive Director.

Others interested in helping but not in attendance included 
· Eleanor H. Blowe, Instructional Supervisor, Career and Technical Education, Newport News Public Schools

· Kelly T. Gillerlain Tidewater Community College

· Gemma Kotula,     Council of Economic Education, Christopher Newport University

· Robert F Head   Program Administrator,  Instructional Services Center,   Chesapeake Public Schools

Following are ideas created at our meeting at the Marriott:
A. We introduced the meeting with an overview of the Consortium, and History of the Entrepreneurship Education FORUM.
B. Next we held a discussion of format of the conference and shared the program from the 2008 conference in Austin, TX.   Attached is the "Program at a Glance" identifying the tentative overall conference schedule.
C. The group brainstormed an appropriate conference theme with the final decision:
National Entrepreneurship Education FORUM

November 6 – 10, 2009 – Norfolk, VA

~~~~~Sail into Entrepreneurship~~~~~
in America’s First Region!

We will be working on a logo that includes ships and water.  Our image concept is that this is a busy entrepreneurial coastal city with lots to see....
D. Ideas for Key Speakers:

We have a need for two major speakers on Sunday, a possible speaker on Monday night depending on event decisions, and a welcoming speaker on Saturday at the Opening General Session.  The Committee provided a list of possibilities with the local person in parentheses who is willing to invite the person. If not chosen as a keynote speaker these people might also be asked to be a speaker at the Concurrent Sessions on Sunday.  Therefore we will work with the committee member identified and do it one at a time in the following order:
· Paul Levengood     Pres and CEO-   Virginia Historical Society - History of entrepreneurs in Virginia - possibly for the Saturday welcome spot   (Jim Carroll)
· Lynn Donohue -  Author of "Brick by Brick" –       (Ronni Cohen)   possible luncheon speaker
· Mike McGinnis   Mike McGinnis, Ph.D., Virginia Modeling, Analysis & Simulation Center (VMASC), 1030 University Blvd., Suffolk, VA 23435; phone (757)686-6232; email: mmcginni@odu.edu       Exec Director of incubator/innovation/prototypes - keynote - Focus on the future and computer based modeling     (Theresa Bryant)

· Congressman Nye
VA House Rep - Small Business Committee
(Jim Carroll)

· Macon Brock

DollarTree
 -  Luncheon Speaker  -  (Jim Carroll)
· Aneesh Chopra
 VA Secretary of Technology
-  (Jeffrey Gayle)
· US Flag & Signal Doris W. Wilgus, CEO and President, 802 Fifth Street, Portsmouth VA 23704; toll free (877)497-8947; fax (757)497-1819; email:  flagmaker@flagmaker.com 

(Theresa Bryant)



· Dr. Stephanie Bardwell

Small Business Institute - Christopher Newport Univ
(Jeffrey Gayle)

· Snag a Job
Placing Temporary Workers      (Jim Carroll)


· Jim Koch (pronounced Cook) former university president at Old Dominion University -  author of book entitled "Born Not Made: The Entrepreneurial Personality,"
(Ruth Cookson)
E.    Ideas for 8 Entrepreneurs for the 8 Concurrent Sessions on Sunday morning, We ask them to speak 
about their business from 10 - 12 AM (2 sessions) and then stay for the Sunday conference luncheon.   



Attached is a template for a letter you may use.    The Consortium identified the following 8 as our first 



choices.  Committee member to make contacts are in parentheses 

1. April Spring
     Foxer’s Boxers for Women - very unique
boxers.com   888-369-3778   (Jim Carroll)


2. Blue Crab Bay Company  -  Pam Barefoot
(Jim Carroll)


3. ?????
Clothing store - young woman right out of school
(Vernon King)

4. Phillip   Thomason
         Vintage kitchen      1 of the top 25 Restaurants in US    (Jim Carroll)

5. James (or Jackson) Hewitt

Hewitt
Tax preparation
(Jim Carroll)


6. Shawn Boyer
SnagA Job -   - Young Entrepreneur of  the year from last year      (Jim Carroll)

7. Founders?     Sugar Plum Bakery        (Gregory Stone)

8. Roger Brown
   Roger Brown Sports Bar
 Former Professional Football Player       (Jeffrey Gayle)
Others to ask as needed if recommendations aren’t available to fill the spots.  We will discuss these further if needed:

· Dr Stephanie Bardwell
(Jeff Gayle)


· ???
US Flag and Signal
(Theresa Bryant)
· Leroy Newman
Pensoft  Software
      Newport News      (Jeffrey Gayle)
· Joel Reuben

Advertising Co  
(Vernon King)

· Hank Luhring
Luhring & Associates
IssueTrak
(Jim Carroll)
· Will get us some sea-related businesses
(Theresa Bryant)
· Dean Workman
Funky Beat
clothes
designer
(Vernon King)
· Dick Lenich
    The Happy Printer      (Jim Carroll)
· Aneesha Chopra
· boat builder in Suffolk       (Vernon King)

· Entrepreneurial Maps for the Region
will help us find others
(Jeffrey Gayle)
· Virginia Sports Hall of Fame
Portsmouth

(Jeffrey Gayle)
F.  Ideas for Pre-conference Tour of Norfolk  area Entrepreneurs  9 AM – 2 PM, Saturday
· 5 Points Farmer's Market - Beth Sell - short tour
    (Jim  Carroll)
Norfolk

· Tour of the Norfolk Navy Base – bus, homes built for each state, (Jim Carroll)
· Pagoda Restaurant
    (Jim Carroll)    Lunch

· Tour of Art Mall

Other tour ideas include:

	Vintage Kitchen
	near hotel
	lunch
	
	(Jim Carroll)
	Phillip Thomlinson

	Farmers Market
	Norfolk
	indoor food market
	
	(Jim Carroll)
	Bev Sell

	Victory Rover
	water taxi tour
	waterfront tour - inside
	2 hours
	
	

	Norfolk Botanical Gardens
	
	
	1/2 day
	
	

	VA Aquarium
	I-Max Theater
	
	1/2 day
	
	

	Nauticus - 
	
	go on the Wisconsin
	1/2 day
	
	

	First Landing State Park
	Cape Henry
	first lighthouse
	1 day
	
	

	whale watching
	
	
	2 - 3 hours
	(Vernon King)
	

	Chrysler Museum of Art
	
	
	1/2 day
	
	

	The Naro Theater
	
	alternative movie theater
	
	(Ruth Cookson)
	

	The Virginia Stage Co -  Wells Theater
	
	
	
	Jim Carroll


  Water Taxi, Ferry  to Portsmouth
(Jeff
Gayle)

  Roger Brown’s SportsHall of Fame – Portsmouth – Lunch   

G.  Ideas for Consortium Dinner – Friday night – Site for at least 50 people - we take the members out by bus after the all day business meeting...may use the free Net Bus for those on Granby St.
· Vintage Kitchen

(Jim Carroll)  -  too pricey, not what we expected
· TownPoint Club

(Jim Carroll) - probably also too pricey - but can check
· Pagoda Restaurant
· Omar's Carriage House

· Freemason Abbey

· Jillian's - bridge from Hotel

· Roger Brown's Sports Bar - Ferry across river to Portsmouth

· d'egg Diner - across the street from hotel
H.  Monday Night Special Event:  We take the whole conference by bus (or walk) to a special place for the closing conference event.   Suggestions included:
· Spirit of Norfolk

dinner cruise

Elizabeth River - lights at night      music
· Chrysler Museum

catered dinner - Atrium
glass collections,various exhibits, arts,

· D'Arts Center

Atrium plus art shops

catered dinner  -  not open at night
· Cruise Ship Terminal





· Nautica

Maritime Museum



· Hockey Team

Dinner and tickets for event



· Ted Constance Center

basketball team and game



· Roger Browns Sport Center

Portsmouth



· Roper Theater

TidewaterCC Theater


I.    Other Tour Ideas, during or after the conference

· Colonial Williamsburg

· Jamestown

· Yorktown

•
Hockey Team

•
Welles Theater

· Norva


J.  Sponsors:   Please help us find sponsors for the conference to help cover the expenses of providing a great conference.   Attached is a letter that you might use to discuss options withn potential sponsors.   We are particularly interested in support to bring teachers to the conference that would not otherwise be able to afford this professional development opportunity.  These teachers are the key to produce future entrepreneurs and motivated students.   Sponsors will be recognized in conference advertising and at the conference.   We will post our sponsors on our website as soon as they commit to support the conference.

Items that might be sponsored:
· Scholarships for special group of local teachers to attend

· Sponsor a meal event

· Sponsor a speaker’s costs
· Provide participant items such as briefcase-type bags or back packs to carry conference materials;  other gift items, 

· Sponsor costs of conference promotional brochure

· Reduced price contracts with local suppliers…Car rental,  Airlines,  Restaurants

· General conference sponsorship – minimum for recognition is $1,000.  Last year we had enough sponsors to cover the costs of 110 teachers’ registration and 3 nights at the conference hotel.

K  AV Equipment:   To reduce costs we ask our committee to help provide the expensive items we need for 8 concurrent sessions on Sunday and Monday.  We will appreciate help with AV items and will have a staff member to set them up and be responsible for their security.   

Providing AV for the conference is considered a way of being a sponsor for the conference…replacing the very high costs of AV rental at the hotel.
L.  Next Steps:

We ask those that could not attend our January 24th meeting to offer advice and help where you see it is still needed.  We will need all of you to help us promote the conference with your networks.    The conference information could be a link from your websites.  Very soon the Call for Programs will be online at   www.entre-ed.org/call2009.htm     More information will be there very soon, but for now we are encouraging proposals from anyone that would like to be on the program.  Deadline is April 1.

· Email Communications are available at any time.  Contact Cathy Ashmore at cashmore@entre-ed.org   and copy the whole group on needs or successes in our planning process.

· Share information on our website with your networks.    www.entre-ed.org/_network/forum.htm  We especially hope you will reach out to the education leaders and their networks in the area so that they will be aware of the conference and submit proposals to be on the program.
· Send a proposal to present a program in the concurrent sessions or Roundtables or ask someone you know who has something to share with an audience of entrepreneurship teachers and program planners at all levels of the lifelong learning process.  Proposals are due April 1.  See details on our website   www.entre-ed.org/call2009.htm
Note that we will soon start promoting all the details of the FORUM on our website after we complete details for National Entrepreneurship Week, Feb 21 - 28….and it is behind us!
I will be in touch with those that have volunteered to help us make connections with speakers and other resources.    Thanks so much for your help.

Best regards,

Cathy Ashmore, 

Executive Director
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