Minutes of Consortium Business Meeting

November 7, 2008
Austin, TX
Melba Kennedy, president, called the business meeting to order at 3 PM on Friday, November 7, 2008 at the Sheraton Austin Hotel, Austin Texas.
Members Present:

Corporate Members:   IL - Deborah Hopper;  IN – Barbara Beadle;  LA – Melba Kennedy;  MO – Leslie Kerns;  NE  - Gregg Christensen;  NH - Constance Manchester-Bonenfant; OH – Eric Troy;   SD – Gerald Gramm;  UT –Joe Gordon representing Julie Felshaw;  WV – Susan Rice; VA – Sharon Acuff;  and WV- Susan Rice.
Partner Members:  Buchholz HS  - Donna Martin; Columbus State Community College - Angelo Frole; Entrepreneurial Learning Initiative - Gary Schoeniger;  DE Financial Literacy Institute - Ronni Cohen; IIEE –Ida R Manning; NFIB Young Entrepreneur Foundation – Hank Kopcial; NACCE - represented by Diane Sabato;   NV Entrepreneurship Consortium - Emily Somerville;  Quebec RCJE - Katherine Kourakakis;  Springfield Technical Community College - Diane Sabato; VT REAL – Laurel Butler representing Don Kelpinski; Youth Entrepreneurship Strategy Group & NFTE- Julie Kantor;  Horace Robertson-Secty-Treas;  and Cathy Ashmore 

BUSINESS MEETING:

Voting Members – 2008-09:  Based on the revised By-Laws, up to 18 Partners (25% of total partner membership) present at the meeting serve as representatives of all partner members to vote with Corporate members during 2008-09.  Eleven partners were present and qualified to vote.
Minutes of Annual Meeting in Charleston, SC, November 2, 2007.   Ida Manning moved to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Hank Kopcial. Passed unanimously.

Financial Report 2006-2007:  Ashmore presented the final financial report for 2007 - 08 and explained that our financial reports are on an accrual basis to satisfy the requirements of the IRS.  This means that unpaid membership as of June 30 will be shown as Accounts Receivable.  FORUM 2007 income and expenses will only appear on the 2008-2009 Financial Report.  Total income was $463,089. Total expenses were $462,672, for a net income of $417.     The balance sheet as of June 30, 2008 showed a balance in the checking account of $24,628.72 and total assets of $25,809.33.  
In the summary report it was noted that there is a typo in the expenses reported.  It should be corrected to read $100, 362.

Susan Rice moved to accept the report with corrections, seconded by Ronni Cohen.  Passed unanimously.

Membership Report:   Ashmore reported that we have 23 states as active members this year, 86 associate members, 29 Ambassadors, and 3 sponsors.  

New Corporate Members  - no additional members this year.  Cisco did not choose to rejoin.
New Partner Members since last year include Natasha Cross, Eye for Change, MD; Carmen Dawson, ADVanz, Inc., PA;  John Meehl, Lake Erie College, OH; Angelo Frole, Columbus State Community College, OH; John Madigan, Veterans Corp., DC;  Angie Cantrell, ACEnet, OH;  Jill Reinhardt, Surry County Schools, NC;  Jason Russell, Prosper Inc., UT;  Don Kelpinski, VT REAL Enterprises; Julie Kantor, YESG, DC; Bill Sams, PVITA - WIRED, OH;  BJ Dohrmann, CEO Space, AL;  Dave Archer, NV Entrepreneurship Consortium, NV;  Tatyana Berkovich, Ivy Academia, CA; Michael Gibbs, Scientia Schools, Inc.;
PROPOSED SCOPE OF WORK (2008-2009):   Ashmore presented the proposed Scope of Work for 2008-2009 that had been mailed previously to all members for review.   After discussion Gregg Christensen moved and Diane Sabato seconded the motion to accept the proposed scope of work and budget for 2008-2009.  Motion passed unanimously.
Change in Code of Regulations:   Ashmore reported that the changes in our Code of Regulations that were proposed by the Executive Committee in January 2008 and voted on electronically by all members officially passed by a majority of members.  Primary change was to add the Ambassador membership option for teachers.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
Melba Kennedy reported the status of the executive committee as follows:


* Susan Rice will serve a President


* Melba Kennedy will serve as Past President 
   * Ronni Cohen (DE)  (1 year remaining in term)

   * Hank Kopcial (NFIB Young Entrepreneur Foundation)  (1 year remaining in term)

 * Horace Robertson (NC) will serve as Secretary-Treasurer

The nominating committee (Rice, Kennedy, Christensen, and Robertson)  recommended the following:


    * Diane Sabato to serve as president elect.

    * New  officers-at-large  to serve two-year terms include 


Barbara Beadle (IN)

Gerald Gramm (SD)
   Leslie Kerns (MO)
Melba Kennedy asked for nominations from the floor.

Horace Robertson moved, Constaqnce Manchester-Bonenfant seconded the motion to accept the nominations by acclamation. Passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

· Gregg Christensen moved, seconded by Diane Sabato, The Consortium wisheds to extend its appreciation for the leadership services provided by Melba Kennedy this year.  Passed unanimously.
· Ashmore thanked the Consortium members for serving as hosts/hostesses at the FORUM and encouraged them to make everyone feel welcome.

(   Kopcial made the motion to adjourn at 5 PM
Submitted by:


Cathy Ashmore, Executive Director                                                                          12/28/08 

